AA :)I ‘\\’, Asian Americans
- ‘ and Pacific Islanders

NEW JERSEY "* of New Jersey

Legislative District 37 (LD-37)

Shama A. Haider (Democrat) (LD-37)

“ :
Question 1: At over 1 million strong, Asian Americans are the fastest-growing group
and voting demographic in New Jersey. In your experience, what are some of the key
issues facing Asian American communities in the district you are running to represent,

how have you worked in the past to address their needs and challenges, and how would
you engage and work with our communities as an Assembly member?

Asian Americans are the fastest-growing demographic in New Jersey, and their voices are
essential to shaping the future of our state. In Legislative District 37, I've seen firsthand the
challenges that many in the AAPI community face—ranging from police brutality and poor
relationships with local law enforcement, to immigration fears, bias intimidation, and
unequal access to educational and mental health services. These are not isolated
issues—they are interconnected and demand intentional, community-driven solutions.

One of the core concerns I've heard is a lack of trust and transparency between law
enforcement and our Asian American neighbors. With police-driven instances of unnecessary
violence such as the shooting death of Victoria Lee, residents are fearful and frustrated. That’s
why | support community policing models that prioritize relationship-building, cultural
competency training, and accountability. As an Assemblywoman, | am happy to have
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supported legislation like A4175 that ensures proper reporting and inclusion of mental health
professionals in certain circumstances.

Immigration continues to be a source of anxiety for many AAPI families, heightened by the
actions of the current federal administration. While immigration policy is largely federal, there is
much we can do at the state level to ensure all New Jerseyans, regardless of status, feel safe
and supported. | will push for increased funding for legal aid, translation services, and
culturally competent outreach, so that families can access accurate information and resources
without fear.

Discrimination and bias—whether in the classroom, workplace, or healthcare
system—remain persistent barriers to opportunity. | have spent my time in office working to
hold perpetrators accountable through legislation like A4542 which broadens the scope of
what can be considered intimidation to include the crime of creating false public alarms. | am
committed to advancing legislation that protects against hate crimes, strengthens
anti-discrimination laws, and promotes educational equity. This includes ensuring our
curriculum reflects the contributions and histories of Asian Americans, investing in inclusive
after-school and enrichment programs, and addressing disparities in mental health services
that too often go overlooked in our communities.

Mental health is another urgent issue. Stigma, language barriers, and lack of culturally
relevant care often prevent Asian Americans from getting the help they need. As an
Assemblywoman, | will work to expand funding for mental health services in our schools and
communities, support multilingual mental health professionals, and ensure that public
awareness campaigns are inclusive of all racial and ethnic backgrounds.

| believe in working with—not just for—our communities. That means showing up, listening,
and partnering with trusted local organizations, faith leaders, and neighborhood advocates. |
look forward to continuing that work alongside my colleague, Ellen Park.

Question 2: In a recent exit poll of Asian American voters in New Jersey, the majority
said the economy was the number one issue they cared about. New Jersey is one of the
least affordable states in the country to live in. What are your plans to make it easier for
residents to live in NJ and raise their families?

Affordability is a major concern for families across New Jersey, and | hear it every day when
speaking with residents. It has become increasingly difficult for working and middle-class
families to stay here, let alone thrive. As your Assemblywoman, my focus will continue to be
on making New Jersey more livable, equitable, and economically sustainable for our families.
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As Chair of the Children, Family, and Food Security Committee in the Assembly, I've had the
opportunity to hear directly from families, advocates, and service providers on the front lines.
I've seen how deeply affordability issues—especially housing, child care, and
wages—impact the day-to-day lives of residents. These aren’t abstract policy discussions;
they’re real challenges that affect whether families can stay in their homes, keep food on the
table, and provide a stable future for their children.

First, we must address the housing crisis head-on. While affordable housing is often defined by
state-mandated units, the truth is that many working-class families—what the ALICE
(Asset-Limited, Income-Constrained, Employed) report identifies as those earning above the
poverty line but still struggling—fall through the cracks. These are families working multiple
jobs, raising children, and still spending a disproportionate share of their income on rent or
mortgages. | will fight to increase the stock of non-luxury housing units, support local
development of mixed-income neighborhoods, advocate for rezoning, and provide incentives
for municipalities to build housing that actually meets the needs of working families—not just
developers’ bottom lines.

Second, the cost of child care is unsustainable for far too many. It prevents parents—especially
mothers—from rejoining or staying in the workforce and places enormous stress on household
budgets. | support expanding access to state subsidies for child care, investment in a
statewide universal pre-K program, and working with local providers to meet their needs.
Families shouldn’t have to choose between child care and paying rent.

Third, we need to ensure that our blue collar and service workers are paid livable, dignified
wages. These professions are the backbone of our economy, yet they are often among the
most underpaid. | will champion legislation to raise wages in these sectors and support
workforce development programs that create sustainable career pathways with benefits and
protections.

Together, these policies not only reduce the financial burden on families but also build
stronger, more resilient communities. When people can afford to live where they work, send
their kids to quality programs, and earn enough to support their families, everyone benefits.

Question 3: AAPI New Jersey has prioritized the passage of the following pieces of
legislation that will greatly benefit the Asian American community and others.
Please state whether you support, have no opinion, or oppose the following
legislation:
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e John R. Lewis Voter Empowerment Act (S3009/A4083)
e New Jersey Immigrant Trust Act (S3672/A4987)

e Same-Day Voter Registration (A2311)

e Use of Force Oversight (S2348/A4175)

John R. Lewis Voter Empowerment Act - COSPONSOR

New Jersey Immigrant Trust Act - COSPONSOR

Same-Day Voter Registration - | would be happy to cosponsor A2311. However, | have been
a supporter of A925 and prefer its permanency over a pilot program given over 20 other
states already have Same-Day Voter Registration.

Use of Force Oversight - COSPONSOR

Question 4: New Jersey’s economy and communities depend on immigrants, including
immigrants who are undocumented. According to the American Immigration Council, in
New Jersey, immigrants account for 35% percent of entrepreneurs, 42% percent of
STEM workers, and 30% percent of nurses. Nationally, at least 1.7 million Asian
Americans are undocumented. Do you support codifying the NJ Immigrant Trust
Directive through the NJ Immigrant Trust Act, and full funding for the Defense and
Deportation Initiative? What other measures would you take to ensure that immigrants
no matter their status can continue to contribute to our state?

Immigrants are the backbone of New Jersey’s economy and communities. They are our
nurses, our engineers, our small business owners, and our neighbors. As a proud co-sponsor
of the New Jersey Immigrant Trust Act—with my district mates serving as the prime
sponsors—I| wholeheartedly support codifying the Immigrant Trust Directive into law. This
legislation is essential to ensuring that all New Jersey residents, regardless of immigration
status, can interact with local law enforcement and public institutions without fear of being
turned over to ICE. Trust is foundational to public safety and community well-being, and this
Act helps to protect both.

| also strongly support full and sustained funding for the Defense and Deportation Initiative
(DDDI). Legal representation can be the difference between a family being torn apart or being
able to stay together. Now more than ever, as federal immigration policy remains
unpredictable and often hostile, state-level protections and support are critical. We must meet
this moment with moral clarity and a commitment to justice.

But protecting our immigrant communities doesn’t stop there. We must also ensure they are
fully included in civic life. That means safeguarding voting laws that make it easier—not
harder—for New Jerseyans to participate in our democracy as well as passing new legislation
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such as the John R. Lewis Voter Empowerment Act. It also means expanding language access
across all state and local agencies so that every resident can understand and access the
services, rights, and opportunities available to them—whether it’s in public schools, the DMV, or
the unemployment office.

Economic opportunity is another pillar of true inclusion. Immigrants—documented or
not—deserve access to livable wage jobs, safe working conditions, and protections against
exploitation. | will continue to fight for wage increases, workplace protections, and job training
programs that uplift working families, including many immigrant households who power
essential sectors of our economy.

As an Assemblywoman, | have and will continue to center the needs of immigrant families in my
legislative work—not just because it's good policy, but because it’s the right thing to do. New
Jersey’s strength comes from its diversity, and our future depends on how we treat and
empower every single one of our residents.

Question 5: Recognizing the historic disinvestment in the Asian American community,
the Governors of California and New York in recent years have introduced budgets that
have included millions of dollars specifically designated for nonprofits that serve or
specialize in working with Asian American communities. AAPI New Jersey has proposed
that our state do the same and provide funding to support domestic violence programs,
health centers, community programs, and other vital services to reach New Jersey’s 1+
million Asian Americans. Would you support this in your state budgets?

Yes, | absolutely support dedicated state funding for nonprofits that serve New Jersey’s Asian
American communities. With over one million Asian Americans in our state it's long overdue
that our budget reflects the unique needs and contributions of these communities.

I've already been fortunate enough to work closely with organizations like WAFA House and
Manavi, supporting them to ensure they have the resources to continue their critical work.
From addressing domestic violence to providing culturally competent mental health and social
services, these organizations fill vital gaps in our system—especially for South Asian
communities, which experience disproportionately high rates of domestic violence.

There is also a deep need for greater cultural awareness and understanding in our healthcare
system. Too often, Asian Americans—particularly women and mothers—face language
barriers, implicit bias, and a lack of culturally sensitive care. This contributes to the broader
crisis of maternal health disparities that affect minority women across the board. Supporting
health centers and community-based providers that understand these cultural contexts is
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essential to improving outcomes and saving lives.

| was also proud to support budget allocations for groups like the Eid Committee, which
focus on community building and educating municipalities about New Jersey’s Muslim
population. These efforts not only provide vital services but also affirm the identities and
traditions that strengthen my district and the state as a whole.

Beyond direct funding, | am fully committed to supporting legislative initiatives and other
budgetary requests that prioritize the needs of Asian American communities. That includes
advocating through letters of support, testimony, or partnerships with other lawmakers and
community leaders. If this kind of targeted investment can happen in states like California
and New York, there’s no reason New Jersey shouldn’t be leading on this front as well.

Question 6: Along with other groups, Asian Americans continue to experience
record-high bias and hate incidents in New Jersey, with xenophobic rhetoric that
contributes to a climate of suspicion and hostility. How will you support initiatives that
provide resources and support services for victims of hate and bias incidents,
including mental health support, legal assistance, and community-based advocacy
programs tailored to the needs of the AAPI community?

Hate has no place in New Jersey—yet we continue to witness an alarming rise in bias
incidents targeting Asian Americans and other marginalized communities. These acts not only
harm individuals but also instill fear and division within our society.

As an Assemblywoman, | have advocated for increased state funding to local and
community-based organizations that provide trauma-informed mental health services,
legal assistance, and educational programs designed to prevent bias incidents. Ensuring
these organizations have the necessary resources is vital for comprehensive victim
support and community education.

Beyond legislation and funding, | prioritize relationship building. | actively engage with AAPI
community leaders and organizations to foster collaboration and solidarity. By connecting
these groups, we can share resources, strategies, and support, creating a united front against
hate and bias.

Additionally, | am committed to raising awareness about existing gaps in resources and support
services. By highlighting these deficiencies, we can work towards policy changes and allocate
resources more effectively to address the needs of affected communities. In the face of rising
anti-Asian hate, we must lead with empathy, action, and accountability. | remain dedicated to


https://www.njoag.gov/ag-platkin-issues-bias-incident-report-for-2021-and-2022-and-releases-2023-preliminary-bias-data/
https://stopaapihate.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Stop-AAPI-Hate-Report-Anti-China-201011.pdf
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this work—through policy, advocacy, and by standing in solidarity with our communities every
step of the way.
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Ellen Park (Democrat) (LD-37)

Question 1: At over 1 million strong, Asian Americans are the fastest-growing group
and voting demographic in New Jersey. In your experience, what are some of the key
issues facing Asian American communities in the district you are running to represent,
how have you worked in the past to address their needs and challenges, and how would
you engage and work with our communities as an Assembly member?

As the first East Asian woman to ever be elected to the Legislature, | take this honor and
responsibility seriously. District 37 is one of the most diverse legislative districts in the state, not
just racially, but religiously and economically as well. District 37 is also the only district
represented by two Asian women. Representation matters and diversity matters, | always tell my
constituents, "just think what we could do if there were 10 of me." District 37 has extensive
diversity within its AAPI community too, with a large East Asian population in Palisades Park
and Fort Lee, to a large South Asian population in Tenafly.

Language access and access to government programs is a key issue in our district. | was
proud to be the second prime sponsor of A-3837, commonly called the Language Access law,
which requires government documents to be translated into the seven most commonly spoken
non-English languages in the state. This allows people to access government services and
programs they had previously been deprived of. My Constituent Services Director speaks
Korean, Mandarin, Spanish and English, and helps people with all manner of issues from
driver’s licenses to Senior Freeze applications to elevating immigration matters to the relevant
federal office. We also operate a KaKao group chat and post daily about government programs
in Korean, taking information emailed to my district office from Taxation or MVC or the
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Department of State, translating it and posting to constituents.

There are also several interconnected issues that require purposeful community based and
driven solutions | have seen in the AAPI community including: lack of access and stigma
regarding mental health services which creates barriers to getting quality mental health care,
discrimination and bias incidents which are on the rise creating anxiety, and federal
immigration policies creating havoc and fear within schools and households.

To combat these interconnected issues, of which | have just named a few, we must work
together. Since | was elected, | have worked with AAPI NJ, a proud partnership, leading to
several bills | am sponsoring in the Assembly, including A-4175 the Use of Force bill,

which came out of a horrible situation in Fort Lee.

Question 2: In a recent exit poll of Asian American voters in New Jersey, the majority
said the economy was the number one issue they cared about. New Jersey is one of the
least affordable states in the country to live in. What are your plans to make it easier for
residents to live in NJ and raise their families?

Affordability is the number one issue on most people’s minds today, especially with the
incoherent and incomprehensible policies coming from the federal government. My Assembly
companion, Shama Haider and | hear it daily from our constituents, the price of everything is
going up, from simple ingredients like eggs, to the cost of housing, let alone the cost of a
college education. We must prioritize affordability, reducing the financial burdens on families
while building up communities.

| am the prime sponsor of A-1920, which extends childcare subsidies to families earning up to
300 percent of federal poverty level. New Jersey childcare costs are amongst the highest in the
nation, especially in Bergen County, where the demand seems to dwarf the supply. The cost
can be so burdensome that it prevents parents — often women — from re-entering the workforce.
We will never ensure that women are in the workforce (51.2% of the state population) without
affordable childcare.

Question 3: AAPI New Jersey has prioritized the passage of the following pieces of
legislation that will greatly benefit the Asian American community and others.
Please state whether you support, have no opinion, or oppose the following
legislation:

e John R. Lewis Voter Empowerment Act (S3009/A4083)
e New Jersey Immigrant Trust Act (S3672/A4987)
e Same-Day Voter Registration (A2311)
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e Use of Force Oversight (S2348/A4175)

I am the first prime sponsor of both A-4175 the Use of Force bill, and A-4987 the Immigrant
Trust Act. | believe no one should live in fear, we should not be afraid to go to school, to walk
down Main Street or to call the police for help.

| also strongly support the John R. Lewis Voter Empowerment Act and Same-Day
Voter Registration, we need to make voting more accessible and tackle barriers.

Question 4: New Jersey’s economy and communities depend on immigrants, including
immigrants who are undocumented. According to the American Immigration Council, in
New Jersey, immigrants account for 35% percent of entrepreneurs, 42% percent of
STEM workers, and 30% percent of nurses. Nationally, at least 1.7 million Asian
Americans are undocumented. Do you support codifying the NJ Immigrant Trust
Directive through the NJ Immigrant Trust Act, and full funding for the Defense and
Deportation Initiative? What other measures would you take to ensure that immigrants
no matter their status can continue to contribute to our state?

I am the very proud first prime sponsor of the Immigrant Trust Act. This bill isn’t just about our
immigrant population but about everyone who calls New Jersey home. I'm an immigrant. |
came to the US when | was six years old and didn’t speak a word of English. My parents came
chasing the American dream.

| support the full and sustained funding for the Defense and Deportation Initiative (DDDI).
Last year | sponsored the budget resolution for Kids in Need of Defense (KIND) to provide
legal representation and case management to unaccompanied children and similarly situated
youth living in New Jersey.

Question 5: Recognizing the historic disinvestment in the Asian American community,
the Governors of California and New York in recent years have introduced budgets that
have included millions of dollars specifically designated for nonprofits that serve or
specialize in working with Asian American communities. AAPI New Jersey has
proposed that our state do the same and provide funding to support domestic violence
programs, health centers, community programs, and other vital services to reach New
Jersey’s 1+ million Asian Americans. Would you support this in your state budgets?

Yes, | absolutely support dedicated investment in our state's AAPI programs, including health
centers, nonprofits, and other community organizations. Since being elected, | have sponsored
budget resolutions for AAPI non-profits that had never received funds before and are doing
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great work in the community, from human services organizations like the Korean Senior Center
to civil rights organizations like Minkwon Center to health initiatives like Englewood Health’s
Asian Health Center.

Question 6: Along with other groups, Asian Americans continue to experience
record-high bias and hate incidents in New Jersey, with xenophobic rhetoric that
contributes to a climate of suspicion and hostility. How will you support initiatives that
provide resources and support services for victims of hate and bias incidents,
including mental health support, legal assistance, and community-based advocacy
programs tailored to the needs of the AAPI community?

Hate has no place in New Jersey; but since the beginning of the COVD-19 pandemic, rates of
violence against Asian Americans have sky-rocketed. Between random beatings on the
streets in Queens, to attacks in the subway, to threats and taunting in schools, many of my
family and friends do not feel safe traveling on public transit anymore; they fear being a victim
of Asian hate. So, | have always been a supporter of sensible gun laws, the less guns on the
streets, the less they can be used in acts of violence and death.

But aside from prevention of bias incidents and acts of violence, my priority is when they do
happen to encourage people to report the incidents. Too often, our community doesn’t report
bias incidents or acts of violence; we cannot get resources or support services if we don’t talk
about or acknowledge the bias incident or act of violence. Next, we need to invest in
organizations like Minkwon Center, which helps constituents report incidents to the police, and
other community-based organizations that provide mental health services, legal assistance,
and necessary health and human services.

I am also the proud sponsor of A-1921 which codifies the Attorney General’s bias incident
investigation standards, because while bias incidents are unfortunately on the rise, we
cannot and will not ignore this unsettling trend.

Additional Comments:

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the AAPI New Jersey Assembly Primary
Election Candidates Questionnaire, just the fact that this great organization exists, and that so
many of my fellow Assembly colleagues are participating in this process shows how vast and
respected the AAPI community is in New Jersey. | look forward to our continued collaboration
in 2026.


https://www.njoag.gov/ag-platkin-issues-bias-incident-report-for-2021-and-2022-and-releases-2023-preliminary-bias-data/
https://stopaapihate.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Stop-AAPI-Hate-Report-Anti-China-201011.pdf
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Andrew J Meehan (Republican) (LD-37)
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Question 1: At over 1 million strong, Asian Americans are the fastest-growing group
and voting demographic in New Jersey. In your experience, what are some of the key
issues facing Asian American communities in the district you are running to represent,
how have you worked in the past to address their needs and challenges, and how would
you engage and work with our communities as an Assembly member?

1. | served with the Korean American Association of NJ for several years working with them as
a volunteer such as at food drives, chuseok festival at the Teaneck Overpeck Park and the 1st
annual heritage event of adopted children. | advocated for Asian Americans who have been
discriminated against for employment and education.

2. The number of hate crimes against Asian Americans have increased over the years. Asians
are underrepresented in the areas of politics and education as teachers and administrators.
Asian Americans also struggle economically but receive much less from government aid.

3. Create a productive dialogue on hate crimes educating others in school systems and
mainstream society. Collaborate with government agencies to help those who have been
impacted negatively by hate crimes to receive mental health for free.

4. Increase job opportunities for Asian Americans who need employment assistance and free
English classes to become assimilated into the American culture. Language is a real barrier for
many often leading to disenfranchisement of Asian voters,
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Question 2: In a recent exit poll of Asian American voters in New Jersey, the majority
said the economy was the number one issue they cared about. New Jersey is one of the
least affordable states in the country to live in. What are your plans to make it easier for
residents to live in NJ and raise their families?

1. Create policies that bring back and keep manufacturing jobs to New Jersey by creating
incentives for businesses to remain

2. Increase health care coverage for people who do not have coverage
3. Eliminate wasteful spending
4. Lower property taxes and inflation

Question 3: AAPI New Jersey has prioritized the passage of the following pieces of
legislation that will greatly benefit the Asian American community and others.
Please state whether you support, have no opinion, or oppose the following
legislation:

e John R. Lewis Voter Empowerment Act (S3009/A4083)
e New Jersey Immigrant Trust Act (S3672/A4987)

e Same-Day Voter Registration (A2311)

e Use of Force Oversight (S2348/A4175)

| will need to do further research on those legislation before | can form an opinion

Question 4: New Jersey’s economy and communities depend on immigrants, including
immigrants who are undocumented. According to the American Immigration Council, in
New Jersey, immigrants account for 35% percent of entrepreneurs, 42% percent of
STEM workers, and 30% percent of nurses. Nationally, at least 1.7 million Asian
Americans are undocumented. Do you support codifying the NJ Immigrant Trust
Directive through the NJ Immigrant Trust Act, and full funding for the Defense and
Deportation Initiative? What other measures would you take to ensure that immigrants
no matter their status can continue to contribute to our state?

| support creating a pathway for immigrants to earn their citizenship and making sure they pay
their taxes and contribute to medicaid and medicare. | do not support those who have entered
our country illegally and then expect the country to support them. It is the same as breaking into
someone's home and then eating from their refrigerator without being welcome as a guest.
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Question 5: Recognizing the historic disinvestment in the Asian American community,
the Governors of California and New York in recent years have introduced budgets that
have included millions of dollars specifically designated for nonprofits that serve or
specialize in working with Asian American communities. AAPI New Jersey has
proposed that our state do the same and provide funding to support domestic violence
programs, health centers, community programs, and other vital services to reach New
Jersey’s 1+ million Asian Americans. Would you support this in your state budgets?

| do not believe in race based economic policies because it is unamerican. | do support giving
assistance to every American who needs help whether you are Asian or not. As a state
legislator, | represent everyone in the district and should not give an impression that | favor
one group over another

Question 6: Along with other groups, Asian Americans continue to experience
record-high bias and hate incidents in New Jersey, with xenophobic rhetoric that
contributes to a climate of suspicion and hostility. How will you support initiatives that
provide resources and support services for victims of hate and bias incidents,
including mental health support, legal assistance, and community-based advocacy
programs tailored to the needs of the AAPI community?

| answered this in Question 1.


https://www.njoag.gov/ag-platkin-issues-bias-incident-report-for-2021-and-2022-and-releases-2023-preliminary-bias-data/
https://stopaapihate.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Stop-AAPI-Hate-Report-Anti-China-201011.pdf
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Marco D. Navarro (Republican) (LD-37)

No response shared.
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