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BUDGET PRIORITIES
The Healthy AAPI Communities Budget
As 10% of New Jersey’s population, Asian Americans contribute significantly to our state’s
economy, yet our community-based organizations and culturally responsive services receive less
than $1 million in the state budget. We call on New Jersey to join states like New York and
California in building healthy AAPI communities by reinvesting $5 million—less than 1/10,000th of
the FY26 budget—in 40+ AAPI-serving organizations across our state who serve children,
families, senior citizens, and vulnerable populations. 

Asian Americans in New Jersey deserve to be safe,
seen, heard, and respected. Our advocacy aims
to ensure our community has a seat at the table
when important decisions are being made,
understands how policy decisions affect our daily
lives, and realizes its collective power to bring about
a more just, inclusive future for all.

Expanded Mental Health Funding
Suicide is leading cause of death for Asian American youth, and Asian American women over the
age of 60 are most likely to attempt suicide; yet mental health utilization rates for Asian
Americans are the lowest of any group. We call on greater funding for mental health programs
that meet the cultural and linguistic needs of the AAPI community and other historically
marginalized communities.

Support for Language Access Implementation
We can help ensure successful implementation of New Jersey’s language access law by
increasing funding to support language access coordinator positions and translation services at
state agencies.
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IMMIGRANT TRUST
ACT (S3672)

 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

This law would strengthen protections for
NJ immigrants so they can access critical
services like going to the hospital or enrolling
in important programs without fear of harm.
It will also stop state and law enforcement
from cooperating with federal immigration
enforcement when it is voluntary to do so. 

SAME DAY VOTING 
(A2311)

NJ must join 20 other states in allowing
voters to register same-day. 

VOTING FOR 16 & 17-
YEAR-OLDS IN SCHOOL
BOARD ELECTIONS
(S3240/A4369)

Enfranchising young people will increase
civic engagement in local elections,
including school districts with high AAPI
populations.

POLICE
ACCOUNTABILITY

The recent police killing of Victoria Lee
in Fort Lee makes clear that Asian
Americans are not immune to police
violence. We join with other communities of
color in advocating for policies that hold
law enforcement accountable, reduce
unnecessary law enforcement encounters,
and invest in community-based alternatives
to law enforcement. 

We support efforts to: 
Codify the Attorney General’s Use of
Force Directive (S2348/A4175)
Introduce a pilot Civilian Complaint
Review Board
Expand alternative crisis responses 
Hold the NJ Office of the Attorney
General accountable for swift and
thorough investigations into fatal police
encounters 

BANNING BOOK BANS
(S907/A5499)

Book bans harm all kids, especially children
of color and LGBTQ+ young people, by
preventing them from seeing themselves
and their peers in the books they read.

NEW JERSEY VOTING
RIGHTS ACT (S2352/A904)

The most important piece of voting rights
legislation in generations, this law would
provide more protections for Asian
American and other voters of color,
including expanding language assistance;
like ballots in Asian languages, new tools to
stop discriminatory voter intimidation, and
hold local communities and counties
accountable. 


